their lot (swadharma) with absolute earnestness and a sense
of dedication. No extraneous considerations influence
them,

A teacher should impart his knowledge to any one who
approaches him with sincerity. The great Dronacharya,
thanks to his attainments, could foresee that prince Dmshta-
dumnya, Drupad's son, would cause his death in the historic
battle, Kurukshetra. He was not at all perturbed and the
unrivalled master of archery taught him the art. He also
knew that destiny could not be changed and the human body
was bound to perish.

82. The wise distinguish body from Soul

Any one who realises that the body, which is perisha-
ble, is not identical with the soul that resides within and
which is immortal, never worries about the turmoil he under-
goes or about his end. The body is destined to be vanqui-
shed. It changes but the soul within exists permanently, re-
maining the same at all times. The imperishable 'self (soul)
that inhabits the impermanent body, pervades the Universe,
Lord Krishna tells Arjuna when the latter stood bewildered
at the tragic consequences of the Kurukshetra battle.

The Bhagawad Gita presents to the devotee a vision of
the Supreme, tells the devotee how to discover God, how to
recognise Him add how to reach his abode. Anguish seized
Arjuna & his heart sank at the sight of vulnerable men gathe-
red for fratricidal carnage. It was then that the Lord deli-
vered the message of 'duty\ unmindful of the results. Atta-
chment is the essence of ignorance. If that is severed,
wisdom will dawn. Free from the pairs of the opposites,
from the care of the success or failure, man should hitch
himself to the star of freedom from the cycle of birth and
death. The Gita is essentially a text book of rationalism, its
sole purpose, being to arouse and establish the highest inte-
lligence and spiritual understanding.
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